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the struggle to protect and preserve the environ-
ment for future generations. Senator Chafee was
very proud of CBRA, often stating his support
during hearings of the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works, which he
chaired. Given the laudable goals and achieve-
ments of CBRA, I am pleased that the Congress
has reauthorized and strengthened the law. This
Act reaffirms our Nation’s commitment to pro-

tecting valuable coastal barrier habitat in this
new century.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON
The White House,
November 13, 2000.

NOTE: S. 1752, approved November 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-514.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session With the APEC Business
Advisory Council in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei

November 15, 2000

The President. Good morning, and thank you,
Dr. Hamdillah. Your Royal Highness, fellow
leaders, Madam Ambassador, members of the
Business Advisory Committee. I thank you all
for your support of this process. And if I might,
I'd like to say a special word of appreciation
to the three members of ABAC from the United
States, Sy Sternberg, Paul Song, and Ernie
Micek.

I appreciate what the private sector involve-
ment has done for APEC—for example, last
year’s auto dialog, which brought regulators and
firms together to lower trade barriers. I hope
we can do the same this year with the chemical
industry dialog. I thank you for your ideas and
for your impatience, reminding us always that
none of these commitments made at APEC
mean anything if we don’t follow them with
actions.

As you know, this has been a rather inter-
esting week in the United States. [Laughter]
And as a result, I did not arrive here until
late last night. One of the things I think we
have learned is that we should all be very care-
ful about making predictions about the future.
[Laughter] But I know I can safely predict that
this will be my last APEC Summit. [Laughter]
I just don’t know who will be here next year.
[Laughter]

Let me say a few words about the organiza-
tion, if I might. I remember our first summit
in 1993, the first leaders meeting in Washington
State at Blake Island. Some of you were there.
Before that, APEC had been doing good work
but in a low-key way, I think largely unnoticed
by many of the politic leaders among all the
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countries here represented. I wanted to establish
a mechanism to bring together the leaders of
the most economically dynamic region in the
world. T thought that together we could work
to be better prepared for a world that was be-
coming more and more integrated, more and
more interdependent, a world in which the Asia-
Pacific region was destined to play a larger and
larger role.

In 1993 we didnt wuse the word
“globalization” very much, but that is what we
were preparing for. And I think we knew the
process inevitably would be about more than
economics. By bringing our economies and our
societies closer together, I believed then, and
I hope all believe now, that we could advance
not only prosperity but the cause of human free-
dom and our common ability to avert conflict
in this vital part of the world.

By inviting the APEC leaders to Blake Island,
I wanted to send a clear message, also, that
Asia was even more important to the United
States after the cold war. I believe that our
partnership with Asia is stronger today than a
decade ago and that Asia’s future is brighter.

There is no longer any doubt that our link
to this region is permanent, not passing. Our
troops remain here as a force for stability. We
have renewed our alliance with Japan. We have
worked to preserve the peace in the two likeliest
flashpoints of conflict, the Taiwan Strait and the
Korean Peninsula.

In 1994, with our ally South Korea, we nego-
tiated an agreement that froze North Korea’s
production of plutonium for nuclear weapons.
And now President Kim Dae-jung has made his
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courageous journey of reconciliation, for which
he justifiably won the Nobel Peace Prize.

We have encouraged China’s historic choice
to open its economy to the world and applauded
the similar choice made by Vietnam. I think
it is a fitting symbol of where the world is going
that Vietnam now chairs ASEAN, an organiza-
tion originally created in part to contain Viet-
nam.

In Indonesia, 200 million people are strug-
gling to overcome recent severe economic and
political problems, but at least they now have
the chance to shape their own destiny. They
have great resources and great talent and a great
future.

I believe, in these years, APEC has made
a difference. I believe these annual leaders sum-
mits and the business meetings associated with
them have made a difference. I hope very much
that they will continue indefinitely. I think it
is very important for the leaders to meet, to
work together in an informal atmosphere. It cre-
ates a much greater sense of community. And
I think it's very important for all of you to
come here to help us work through practical
problems and keep the pressure on the political
systems to move forward.

Particularly after the hard economic times of
1997 and 1998, 1 certainly hope we all know
now we have a stake in each other’s success.
We have no interest in pitting one part of the
region or one trading bloc against another. We
are managing our crises better, and not just
economic ones. Last year in New Zealand, for
example, we used the annual APEC leaders
summit to forge the coalition that ended the
violence in East Timor.

During the last 8 years, we have worked also
to ensure that the open world economy works
as a means to raise living standards and lower
poverty for all nations. We've learned that meet-
ing that challenge requires more than the con-
tinued expansion of rules-based open trade. It
also requires strong social safety nets, more
quality education, anti-poverty efforts, and labor
and environment standards so that people be-
lieve that globalization is leading not to a race
to the bottom but to higher living standards
for all who work hard and are a part of it

In no part of the world has globalization been
put to the test as much as in Asia in these
last few years. You have felt both its great bene-
fits and its temporary but brutal sting. On bal-
ance, the global economy and more open mar-

kets clearly have been a positive force in Asia
and, indeed, around the world. That is not to
downplay the impact of the financial crisis or
the abject despair it brought to millions. It is
also true that countries with more closed econo-
mies did not suffer as much during the crisis,
but those same closed economies, isolated from
the risks of the global economy, have also been
isolated from its fullest rewards.

APEC has pushed all of us to seize those
rewards. And the rewards are clear. Per capita
GDP in East Asia has doubled since 1990.
Among lower income economies in APEC, in-
comes have grown by 60 percent in the last
decade, even as they have shrunk for many less
developed countries outside APEC. In 1970, be-
fore economic expansion through trade began,
infants in this region were 5 times more likely
than today to die at birth. Children were 6 times
more likely than today to die before age 5.

I think a fair reading of history is that the
greatest Asian financial crisis was not the brief
one now coming to a close but the one that
lasted almost two centuries before Asia began
to open its economies to the world. Fifty years
ago most of this region was desperately poor.
Many economists predicted that the country
with the best chance of success, because of its
human and natural resources, was Burma. In
reality, the most successful countries were not
those which started with the biggest advantages
but those that made the most of the advantages
they had by opening their markets and ulti-
mately their societies.

That is why APEC has been a force for free
markets. In our 1994 summit, we agreed to
achieve free and open trade in the Asia Pacific
by 2010 for industrialized economies and by
2020 for developing economies. We've been
making steady, sector-by-sector progress. In
1988 more than half the APEC economies had
average tariffs of 10 percent or more. Today,
only four do. APEC exports have more than
doubled.

Of course, the region is not out of the woods.
It would be a cruel irony, indeed, if the recovery
were to breed a complacency that stalled the
very changes making recovery possible. I believe
we need to meet four related challenges to keep
the recovery and our share of prosperity going.

First, we must continue to modernize our
economies by promoting E-commerce and ap-
plying information technology to the full range
of economic activity, from agriculture to heavy
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industry to transportation, to reduce costs and
raise efficiency.

To maximize potential, we must turn the dig-
ital divide among and within our nations into
digital opportunities. That will be a big subject
of this summit. Internet use is growing in the
region, and Asia is poised to participate in what
will be a $7 trillion global E-commerce market
by the year 2005. At the same time, it has
been estimated that if we simply maintain the
current rate of growth, in 11 of the 21 APEC
economies the percentage of the population on-
line by 2005 will average just 4 percent, com-
pared to an average of 72 percent in the top
eight economies.

As we discuss Internet access, we must also
address the obstacles to E-commerce. For exam-
ple, being able to order a package online is
not enough if a competitive airline cannot fly
it to you at low cost, if it can’t get through
redtape at customs, or if there’s no delivery
service to take it the final miles to your home.
APEC has encouraged all its members to make
a comprehensive assessment of their readiness
for the information age. The assessment asked
questions about access to the Internet, about
the reliability and price of services, about the
number of schools connected, about local lan-
guage content, about the business environment
for E-commerce, about the protection of intel-
lectual property, and a host of other issues.

Now that the roadblocks are being identified,
we propose that governments in this region and
companies like yours launch pilot projects to
start removing them. I hope as many of you
as possible will participate. We cannot close the
digital divide without your efforts to provide dis-
tance learning, to donate software and low-cost
computers for villages, and to train people to
use them. We need initiatives like APEC’s
Knowledge Network, which is compiling on one
Internet site information on all the service com-
panies—all the services which companies are
providing to help economies close the digital
divide.

Now, people are talking about tripling the
number of people online in our region by 2005.
With your help, I believe we can easily quad-
ruple the number and perhaps do even better.

APEC has also agreed to adopt one test and
one standard for all its members to use to meas-
ure the safety and quality of computers, agreed
that only legitimately licensed software can be
used in government offices so companies can
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be more certain of their copyrights, and to con-
tinue its moratorium on E-commerce duties.
That's a good step toward meeting the second
big challenge we face, to continue to open our
markets to more trade and more investment.

At this summit, the United States, Brunei,
Chile, New Zealand, and Singapore are an-
nouncing the first multilateral open-skies agree-
ment in the world, a model we hope others
will emulate and join. APEC members are also
agreeing to post on the Internet our individual
action plans for reaching free trade in the re-
gion, so you can judge our progress and, frankly,
so you can put a little more pressure on us
to get it done. The most important thing we
can do is to launch a new trade round at the
WTO. It ought to happen as early as possible
next year.

A third challenge is to continue doing what
we all said had to be done in the wake of
the recent financial crisis, to improve trans-
parency, to speed up financial restructuring, to
strengthen the rule of law, and to build more
accountable political institutions. That’s easy to
say and hard to do. But surely it can’t be as
hard as living through another crisis. And the
imperative for reform will only grow as our
economies become more and more intertwined.

The challenge is especially profound for two
nations in this region, China and Vietnam. Both
have signed trade agreements with the United
States as steps toward joining the WTO. For
China and Vietnam, these agreements are about
much more than lowering tariffs; they are dec-
larations of interdependence, recognition that in
a global age no country can succeed without
continuing to open up to the world.

Both agreements require far-reaching change,
dismantling command and control economies,
giving people more access to information and,
ultimately, 1 believe, more freedom to use that
information to shape the decisions that affect
their lives.

A final challenge is to recognize that open
markets alone cannot guarantee the kind of
growth that lifts everyone, as I said earlier. We
know we need strong safety nets, especially in
regions like Asia, with rapidly aging populations.
We know we need to invest more in education
and spread access to education as broadly as
possible. As the private sector knows better than
anyone, even if you have 100 percent literacy,
every dollar you invest in education continues
to bring ever greater economic returns.
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We also need to fight the infectious diseases
that kill people and progress in too many of
our nations. There will not be a lasting recovery
in Asia if Asia becomes the next epicenter of
a global AIDS crisis. But that could happen
without concerted leadership. Government can-
not provide that leadership alone. Companies
will have to educate their workers; CEO’s will
have to add their voices to those trying to
destigmatize the disease. This is not someone
else’s problem; it is all our problem. As APEC
is recognizing, we must fight it together.

In short, we have a lot to do if we dont
want this recovery to be as fleeting as the latest
Elvis fad in Japan. The good news is, we know
what to do. Painful experience has also taught
us what not to do. Experience has also taught
us to have faith in this region’s capacity to over-
come very great challenges. After all, how many
people foresaw a generation ago that Asia would
grow so rapidly we would be talking today about
a Pacific century? How many people said 2 years
ago that Asia’s success was a thing of the past?
The truth is, the problems the financial crisis
exposed were very real, and they haven't all
been solved yet. But the achievements and the
resilience of Asia’s people are very real, too,
and a lot has been done in the last couple
of years.

The commitment of Asia’s friends and the
stake we have in Asia’s success is also real. That
is what drives APEC. With your help, it will
keep us on the right path.

These last 8 years have been a great honor
and opportunity for me to try to tie the United
States firmly and forever in a very positive way
to the Asia-Pacific region. 1 think this work
should continue. I think the leaders meeting
should continue. I think the involvement of the
business community is essential.

So I thank you for what you have done, and
I hope that you will continue to move forward
on these four challenges.

Thank you.

Dr. Hamdillah H.A. Wahab. 1t is, sir, a very
rare opportunity for the President of the largest
economy in APEC to grace his presence in this
year’s summit, hosted by the smallest economy
of APEC. [Laughter] And I would like to take
this opportunity to invite our CEO summit dele-
gates to raise questions to the President of the
United States of America.

Please.

The President. 1 just want to say, after I saw
this facility, I did not believe this was a small
economy. [Laughter] 1 have here with me today
the Secretary of State, our Trade Ambassador,
Charlene Barshefsky, as well as Secretary
Albright and many other distinguished people
from the American Government, and I know
they’re going to be pushing for us to build an
outpost on the South China Sea. [Laughter]
Now, this is an amazing place.

Does anyone have a question? Yes, sir.

Integration of Technology and Education

Q. [Inaudible]—and we’re here with some
students from—/[inaudible]—and the United
States, covering this event. And so, on behalf
of the students, I'd like to ask a question, and
that is, how do you feel APEC and the members
of APEC can do a better job the integrate tech-
nology and education?

The President. Well, one of the things I think
that—we’re going to be talking about that at
this meeting, and it's one of the subjects of
the leaders meeting. So I will answer that ques-
tion, but I would also just say to you, sir, if
you and the students have any ideas you want
to share with us, this is the time to do it because
it will be a major focus of the discussions we
have all day tomorrow.

I think perhaps the most important thing we
can do is to identify what is now taking place
in every country and to see whether or not
the best practices in each country can be spread
to the others as quickly as possible. I also think
it’s worth looking at what’s being done in some
non-APEC countries that might have particular
relevance to the developing economies.

I spent some time a few months ago in India,
and I went out into a couple of small villages,
as well as being in some of the larger cities.
And in the State of Rajasthan, which is not
one of the wealthiest States in India, they will
have a community computer available to all the
citizens and all the children of the community
within 3 years in every village in the State. In
another State where I was, they already have
18 government services on the Internet, more
than most American States do, I think.

So I think what we need to do is to take—
look, the technology is out there. We are going
to have to have, as I said in my remarks, more
activity from the business community in donat-
ing both the hardware, the software, and the
expertise and a lot of things that particularly
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are needed in the developing areas. But I think
we ought to make a commitment to quadruple
access over the next 5 years. And I think we
can do much better than that.

But I think that it shouldn’t just be E-com-
merce. There ought to be a serious focus on
the schools and having Internet access in the
schools and making sure the proper educational
software is available and that international com-
munications are available among the schools,
which I think are quite important.

Anything else? Yes, in the back.

Asian Economic Integration

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. 1 think that there are inherent
constraints on APEC which—the EU is becom-
ing a common economic unit, and I do think
that there will be more regional economic co-
operation within Asia, as well as more coopera-
tion in the Asia-Pacific region in the future.
And T tried to make a very pointed reference
to that in my remarks. I don’t see the two things
in conflict. And I know there are some people
who apparently believe that building a stronger
Asia-Pacific cooperative economic network is in-
consistent with building greater Asian economic
integration. I simply don’t agree with that.

And I think that we make a grave mistake
when we start to create zero-sum games in the
global economy. I think it'’s a mistake; it ought
to be avoided at all costs.

Now, I do think that we should look at ways
in which this organization could be stronger and
more effective in actually pushing for the
changes that we recommend. But you know
what the problems are. I mean, many of you
agree that we ought to do certain things, but
the things that you think we ought to do are
politically difficult for some nations to do once
the leaders go back home and have to deal
with the political reality on the ground.

So I think one of the most important things
that perhaps could be done is an examination
of what the business community both within
countries and beyond countries could do to sup-
port the political leaders who are willing to try
to make the changes that we all think ought
to be made. Because it’s very easy for us to
come to this beautiful place and recommend
all these changes, and these changes may well
be beneficial to all the business people rep-
resented here from all the countries. But it
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doesn’t mean that they can be made painlessly
by political leaders when they go back home.

So I think one of the things I'd like to see
all of you discuss is what you could do not
only to put more pressure on the leaders here
once a year but what you could do to provide
more systematic support to the leaders who are
prepared to make these tough decisions who
live in the countries where the decisions are
indeed difficult to make.

Yes.

Next President and the Trade Agenda
Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Well, without commenting on
what kind of leadership we will have in the
other countries, which I think is inappropriate
for me to comment on and also not possible
to predict, one of the things that both Vice
President Gore and Governor Bush agreed on
in this election is that the United States should
continue its strong leadership for a more inte-
grated global economy and for expanded trade.
And as nearly as I could tell, there was virtually
no disagreement on that, except that there were
disagreements about the extent to which we also
ought to push the trade-plus agenda, if you will,
that I've been talking about for the last several
years. But on the question of leadership for
trade, I think the world can rest easy because
both our candidates made strong commitments
to do that.

Yes, sir.

President’s Future Plans

Q. [Inaudible] —NAFTA and trade relations
with China, but I have a question to ask you.
You're still young, articulate, intelligent, and the
President of the United States. What do you
do now? [Laughter]

The President. Well, now I have a United
States Senator to support. I understand that’s
an expensive proposition. [Laughter] I don’t
know.

Let me just say that the important thing for
a former President, it seems to me, is to find
a way to be a useful citizen of both my country
and the world and to continue to pursue the
things that I think are most important to making
the world a better place but to do it in a way
that does not get in the way of my successor.

The United States can only have one Presi-
dent at a time, and it’s very important to me
that I continue to be active in the things that
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I care about—many of which I was talking about
here today—in a way that is respectful of the
fact that the country has a new President, and
the people need to bond with the new Presi-
dent, and the new President needs to establish
his relationships and role in the world.

But I think I can find a way to do that.
So I'll be around. But I also have to support
a Senator, and I'm going to do my best to do
that, as well.

Thank you very much. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in the
Ballroom at the Empire Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Hamdillah H.A. Wahab, chairman,
APEC-CEO Summit 2000; Prince Abdul Qawi of
Brunei; U.S. Ambassador to Brunei Sylvia Stan-
field; Sy Sternberg, Paul Y. Song, and Ernest S.
Micek, U.S. members, APEC Business Advisory
Council; President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea;
and Republican Presidential candidate Gov.
George W. Bush of Texas.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President
Vladimir Putin of Russia in Bandar Seri Begawan

November 15, 2000

2000 Presidential Election

Q. President Clinton, any comment on the
U.S. election?

President Clinton. Yes, let him talk about it.
[Laughter]

President Putin. We're interested, but with
respect to the feelings of the American people,
are waiting for the outcomes.

Russia-U.S. Relations

[At this point, a question was asked in Russian,
and a translation was not provided. ]

President Putin. President Clinton, during the
term of his Presidency, has caused a break-
through in the U.S.-Russian relations. And we
expect this torch to be given to whoever will
be the successor.

2000 Presidential Election

Q. Mr. President, how are you going to ex-
plain what’s going on back home to Mr. Putin
and other foreign leaders?

President Clinton. Well, T think it’s pretty
clear that no one knows yet who won the elec-
tion. There are recounts in progress, and there
will be a full accounting according to an accept-
ed legal process in America. We have plenty
of time. There’s nothing to worry about.

I think other leaders should have the same
reaction the American people have about it. I
think they are pretty relaxed about it now.
They're going to let the process play out. Both
sides are certainly very well represented, and
theyll argue their points, and we’ll see how it
works.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 1:10 p.m. at the
Assara Guest House. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Statement on Ratification of the Convention To Combat Desertification

November 15, 2000

On November 13 I signed the instrument of
ratification for the Convention To Combat
Desertification. Degradation of dry lands affects
hundreds of millions of people around the
world, especially in Africa. The Convention will

help countries marshal the resources needed to
mitigate the effects of desertification. It will en-
hance the effectiveness of foreign assistance and
promote a strong role for nongovernmental orga-
nizations. Finally, it properly places affected
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